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PROGRAIM EXECUTIVE OF.FICERS 
PROGPJ.J;1 MANAG RS 

SUBJECT· Potic on lncorpo a ing a Porform e--Based Aip, · oac to 
Relia ili!y' R,eq,_mst for Pm osBl:s, ( FPs) 

So nd ref bili!y 1equ·remenls. ri important eornpone-111.s. ofan Ri;·,�. This 
memorandum prq,;id'es polic.y on rnl'ablli!y t�qui.re .a :s ir. perfonni.nori- d 
RrPs. 

Reliabili ty ffrQ:1.!jr@merii:s !f1ould be included i 
(1) quanr 1ed re,liebili1y tequir,e.menf51 �nd lll'.l\l.'abla, /'it;:e,: ei11 ie$, (2) ai re 

e:finiliol'\S and 1hrnsMlds, (3) llfe-¢ycle IJSGge oondi!io s. R ujrnm 1..-s · or 
r·eliati-ili1y presdic io , reliabi i 'f J&S, an reliabir � tes • g can be ·nciud6'd lo 
suppor1 ·I.he a�se:ssmen Of ri�k i a -� · . , qua.n1it;;il iv,e relic! 1l1ty requrrerne ts 
and lo supporf ihe Program Ma aner'� for rl k n1anagemen1, RFf's 5 ou l · 
solicit ade,quals inf'or naliorl'f evalue1ing the :;.ource ;3ta, models, 
re��onablenes:;. of moo�ling assu p1ioris, rnelflods, �esu 1s, risks and 
urr.i:artai lie·s Requi emenls lo i,,!i,e pa ·icul'r t'r'IO ,el:, or sla11sLica[ t,e-s plans 
!i-hould' not be spec.if,ed · RF'Pii. 

Fail ·e C:efinitiOflS and lifB-Cy e usa{I-S condi1jons are neces-$!.lf)I I0 fully 
de mis th@ qua ,lila!i'l'e reli.,ibihly re-qu�'a!rt} ls. The extern! I.O whloh failures and 
usage condi ions ar1:t de I e-d l,hOuld be oe1e mined on :.m .:ic:quisiti�-sp. 'fie 
bat1:s. 

TM besl Rf'P:c; will directly :s.pecffy performanoa-1:iasS' relrability 
requirernenls end ave-id ·ung any S!pecifif'..etio · s:landard or ha�dh��lo:, . 
Lan�ua�,e $i;'ie<:ifying "'he-w lo" o�si��· man�fai:� , -� or les or mliab1I i/ 1.s not 10, 
�ppMr in RF P�t u� ,of any retiabdity .spec1ficat1on_, �Landa� or h�ndbook 
( 1,1,1eiry o,r not} in,� - RFI?·, c-�en f · gu1� n�, regu s a warv�r using lh.e _ , , .. ,. 
llJ:iJsUng wer,.,e-1 pirocoss ··or 11ul,1.a,ry specifi�tI sand slandards. 111 p,eirt1cwr-e!�1,�f� 
MIi. H 13 K 2:1.7. Relia 'lily IF'r diet1on ,of Elecfrcmi. Equ ipment, I� noA to a pea 1n 
an, RrP a.� ii has. been showri 10 be iflrelieible and its use ,can lead lo errMeous 
� d mislea ing ,elij;b1lily p(Cdidion� 

The Arm M te111el Sy·s-terns An1;1lysis Acf •it�will prov�de g idancr: 1.o Iha 
f ield yApril 15, 1996. Plea$eW01k',\/ilhAMSM,. lh�_Ari:ny Sta�da ,aiz�,lit111 
lmprovemen IExeCJLJl i •e's E ocutiv-e Agent f R©lta. 111!y ��- J1a_1n1a,�ab'.ll1y 
S1aifil ardization Improve e-nt Qfl !he development and r,ef1nemen, a, 9u1darrce 
11;1. irnplemenl. t Ii; poliey, 

Oi� 
Assi$la, I. Seaera�f ol the Army 

(Res .arch, Deve -·!;int and AC(!. is.:i ·or1) 

Cf: 
ID pu � Under Secretary of � Army, Rm 2ES60 
Pri clpal De ut)I (Oil' Acqu1isilion, USA.MC. Rm, DNOIS 
Director or Asie:.5-111en1 and Eval1,H:1.' · OASA(RDA}, Rm 2E67J 
Direct,or, u. S. Atmt Ma!erlel Sy.!;Lems Analysi:. Acliv1 y 


